Cefsulodin-Irgasin-novobiocin (CIN) agar was used to isolate Yersinia enterocolitica from 3,622 stool specimens received in our laboratory during a 1-year period. Seven specimens (0.2%) yielded Y. enterocolitica strains from a total of five patients. The low frequency of Y. enterocolitica isolation observed, coupled with the isolation of this pathogen from three of the five patients by our (1, 4, 5, 11 ) and compared (6), and as a result of these reports we chose cefsulodin-Irgasan-novobiocin (CIN) agar as a selective and differential medium for screening all stool specimens received in our laboratory over 1 year. Our aim was to determine the incidence of Y. enterocolitica in samples received at our institution and hence to assess the usefulness of routine culture for this pathogen.
Although Yersinia enterocolitica is well known as an agent of gastroenteritis, the magnitude of its importance as a cause of diarrhea is open to debate. Although some authors (7, 12) have found the incidence of Y. enterocolitica to be equal or nearly equal to that of other common stool pathogens, others (8) (10, 13) . Various selective and differential media for Y. enterocolitica have been described (1, 4, 5, 11) and compared (6) , and as a result of these reports we chose cefsulodin-Irgasan-novobiocin (CIN) agar as a selective and differential medium for screening all stool specimens received in our laboratory over 1 year. Our aim was to determine the incidence of Y. enterocolitica in samples received at our institution and hence to assess the usefulness of routine culture for this pathogen.
During the study period, 3,622 stool specimens were examined. In our routine stool screening protocol, specimens are planted directly on blood (BAP), MacConkey (MAC), salmonella-shigella (S-S), and Campylobacter agar plates and a portion of the specimen is incubated in selenite broth before being subcultured on MAC and S-S agar plates. Plates 
